
BJP leader for 
renaming AMU as 
Harigarh University
AGRA: Chairman of Labour 
and Employment Board with 
minister of state rank and 
BJP leader from Aligarh 
Raghuraj Singh has 
demanded that Aligarh 
Muslim University (AMU) be 
renamed Harigarh 
University. He objected to 
the use of the word “Muslim” 
in the institution’s name, 
claiming that even its 
founder, Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, never intended it. 

Man in custody dies 
by suicide in Kanpur
KANPUR: A 35-year-old man 
in police custody at 
Rawatpur police station 
allegedly died by suicide on 
Thursday morning. He was 
found hanging in the 
bathroom of the police 
station with the elastic cord 
of his undergarments 
around 7 am. 

Woman inspector 
beaten up
PRAYAGRAJ: A woman 
inspector who had gone to 
serve an attachment notice 
was allegedly beaten up in 
Obhari village under 

Prayagraj’s Khiri police 
station area on Wednesday, 
police said. It is alleged that 
half a dozen women from 
the family of the accused 
assaulted inspector Preeti 
Rawat. On the complaint of 
the woman inspector, an FIR 
was registered against two 
named and other unknown 
persons late on Wednesday, 
said DCP (Trans Yamuna) 
Vivek Chandra Yadav. 

RMLIMS to mark 5th 
Foundation Day
LUCKNOW: The 5th 
Foundation Day of Ram 
Manohar Lohia Institute of 
Medical Sciences (RMLIMS) 
will be celebrated at Indira 
Gandhi Pratishthan on 
September 13. The chief 
guest of the event will be 
chief minister Yogi 
Adityanath. Deputy CM 
Brajesh Pathak, and minister 
of state, medical education, 
health, family welfare, and 
mother and child care, 
Mayankeshwar Sharan 
Singh will be the guests of 
honour. 

Dy ranger hurt in 
timber mafia attack
KANPUR: A deputy ranger 
was seriously injured on 
Thursday after timber mafia 

attacked a forest department 
team in the Nawada 
Bahadurpur area of Lakhna 
range in Etawah district. 
According to a ranger, 
deputy ranger Bhanu Pratap 
Yadav and his team had gone 
to the spot around 1 pm 
following information about 
the illegal felling of restricted 
trees. When the officials 
objected to the activity, they 
were assaulted by the 
miscreants. Bhanu Pratap 
sustained serious injuries. 

I-T raids over 50 Mirza 
International sites
KANPUR: The Income tax 
department searched more 
than 50 locations of Mirza 
International on Thursday, 
including its offices in 
Kanpur, Noida, Unnao, and 
other cities, along with the 
residences of its directors. 
Officials said teams 
examined financial records, 
stock details, and computer 
data, while questioning 
employees. Sources 
indicated that documents 
suggesting bogus purchases 
and sales emerged during 
the preliminary probe. The 
raids followed inputs of 
large-scale tax evasion 
involving the promoter of 
one popular footwear brand. 

HTC

lA

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (UPCC) presi-
dent Ajay Rai alleged he was
put under house arrest and
termed the act a “dictatorship
of the government.”

Rai added that the police
arrived at his house late
Wednesday night and did not
allow him to leave for the press
conference he had called on
Thursday. 

“It’s a dictatorship. The
government is torturing Con-
gress leaders in the state,” Rai
said.

UP Congress had announced

a protest against PM Modi, who
visited Varanasi for a bilateral
dialogue with Mauritian Prime
Minister Navinchandra Ram-
goolam.

“We welcome the PM of
Mauritius but our protest is
against the MP of Varanasi,
who became PM with the help
of vote theft,” said Rai.

In Prayagraj, dozens of Con-
gress activists from city as well
as rural areas of the districts
were put under house arrest on
Wednesday night. 

Some leaders were taken to
the police station at night and
after questioning them were
released on assurance that they
would not leave their homes.

UPCC chief Ajay Rai alleges house 
arrest, terms it as ‘dictatorship’

Ajay Rai at his residence with cops HT PHOTO

LUCKNOW: The Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh Yadav
warned party workers against
‘conspiracies’ being hatched by
the Bharatiya Janata Party to rig
elections ahead of the 2027
Uttar Pradesh state assembly
polls. The former CM asked
party workers to be vigilant,
active and cautious and also to
further strengthen their booth
before the polls.

Addressing party workers
from Mathura, Agra and Hath-
ras at Samajwadi Party head-
quarters in Lucknow on Thurs-
day, Akhilesh asked them to
start preparations for the polls
and said, “The BJP has started
working on a strategy to rig the
elections. The public has made
up its mind to form the Samaj-
wadi Party government in 2027,
every worker just has to be
active, vigilant and cautious.”

“Many schemes were started
for the development of Agra,
Hathras and Mathura in the
Samajwadi government, which
have now been ruined under
the BJP government. The Sam-
ajwadi Party will have a sepa-
rate manifesto for these three
districts in the 2027 elections in
which new development
schemes will be announced,”
said Akhilesh. HTC
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LUCKNOW: A meeting of the Dis-
trict Development Coordination
and Monitoring Committee
(DISHA) which was chaired by
the leader of opposition, Rahul
Gandhi, in Rae Bareli, on Thurs-
day, was boycotted by the MLA
from Unchahaar, Manoj Pan-
dey, over the alleged derogatory
language used for PM’s mother,
on August 27, in Bihar.

Pandey said he had submit-
ted a written proposal to the
Leader of the Lok Sabha and all
present, requesting they con-
demn the insult to the Prime
Minister’s mother. He claimed
that he raised the issue but as
his proposal wasn’t taken up, he
protested with a boycott.

“The mother of the prime
minister was addressed with

derogatory words at the Con-
gress event. But for those who
have insulted Mother India,
such an act is not a big deal,”
said Pandey.

The DISHA meeting is
chaired by the senior-most MP
of the district. It is held every
quarter to discuss development
projects in the region. Gandhi,
who is on a two-day visit to his
Parliamentary constituency,
chaired the meeting in the audi-
torium at the collectorate.

Addressing the media, Pan-
dey shared five questions for
Rahul Gandhi.

First, Pandey questioned
Rahul Gandhi for not raising
issues of Rae Bareli in parlia-
ment.

Second, Pandey said the data,
on the basis of which allega-
tions of vote theft were made,
had not only been deleted but

the organisation had also apolo-
gised for the error. “Did you
(Rahul Gandhi) apologise to the
Election Commission and the
public after this?” said Pandey,
an expelled Samajwadi Party
leader.

Thirdly, he demanded proof
of work done in Rae Bareli, in
the last one and a half years, on
behalf of the 25 lakh people who
elected Rahul Gandhi MP.

Fourthly, evidence is
demanded from the Election
Commission, and even the
army. “Is this not an insult to
the highest institutions? Have
you ever apologised for this?”

Finally, Pandey asked, “You
call Veer Savarkar “Maafi Veer”.
You yourself have apologised
twice in court. Is this correct or
not? We hope that Rahul Gan-
dhi will definitely answer these
questions,” said Pandey.

MLA boycotts meet chaired 
by Rahul, puts forth 5 posers

Congress MP Rahul Gandhi attends the DISHA meeting at Bachat Bhawan, in Rae Bareli on 
Thursday ANI

Will give more explosive proof
of ‘vote theft’ in future: Rahul
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LUCKNOW: Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
reiterated his allegations of “vote
theft” by the ruling BJP on
Thursday, claiming that he has
already provided evidence of it
and will present more “explosive
proof” in the future.

“We are about to give you
dynamic and explosive evi-
dence...we will show you that
governments are being formed
by doing ‘vote chori’. The slogan
‘Vote Chor Gaddi Chhod’ is
spreading like fire,” he said
speaking to the media on the sec-
ond day of his visit to Rae Bareli.

In a press conference on
August 7, Gandhi had levelled
serious allegations against the
Election Commission of India
(ECI), accusing it of direct
involvement in large-scale voter
fraud, with the Congress having
“open-and-shut proof” of the
alleged theft. Gandhi presented
Congress’s research on voting in
the Mahadevapura Assembly in
Karnataka. He alleged “vote
chori” of 1,00,250 votes.

He launched a scathing attack
on the BJP and the Election
Commission and said that “col-
lusion” happened between the
poll body and the BJP, which
resulted in Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi securing his third
term. Gandhi also slammed the
ECI and alleged that the elections
were “choreographed”.

Reacting to protests by BJP
leaders in the district a day

before, while he was on way to
Rae Bareli, Gandhi said they
should not get agitated now as
“when a hydrogen bomb will
come, everything will be wiped
clean.”

After holding a meeting with
party workers and locals of Rae
Bareli, the Congress leader
attended the District Develop-
ment Coordination and Monitor-
ing Committee (DISHA) meeting,
before leaving for New Delhi.

His schedule included meet-
ing booth workers of Harchand-
pur assembly constituency, rep-
resentatives from the Prajapati
Samaj and attending a pro-
gramme for unveiling of Ashoka
Stambh in Sadar in Rae Bareli, in
two days.

Rahul Gandhi had planned a
visit to Rae Bareli in mid July
also, but it was cancelled due to
“unavoidable reasons”, as
announced by the Congress
party. Earlier, he visited Rae
Bareli on April 29 and 30 this
year.

Cong leader launches 
a scathing attack on 
the BJP and the 
Election Commission, 
saying that ‘collusion’ 
happened between 
the poll body and BJP

LUCKNOW: A day after
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi faced a protest in
Rae Bareli by Uttar Pra-
desh minister Dinesh
Pratap Singh and his
supporters, a picture of
the minister’s son meet-
ing Rahul went viral on
Thursday. The brief
courtesy meeting took
place during the district
development coordina-
tion and monitoring
committee meeting. In
the picture, the minis-
ter’s son is seen greeting
Rahul while Singh, who
had led the protest, stood
nearby. HTC

Day after protest, 
min’s son seen 
with Rahul
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KANPUR/JHANSI: The Jalaun
district court at Orai on Thurs-
day sentenced former Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) MLA Chhote
Singh Chauhan to life imprison-
ment in a 31-year-old double
murder case of two brothers in
a Jalaun village over local gram
pradhan election rivalry. 

Special Judge, EC Act, at Orai,
Bhartendra Singh pronounced
the judgment. Earlier on Mon-
day, the court had convicted
Chauhan in the case. On May
30, 1994, two brothers, the then
village pradhan Rajkumar aka
Raja Bhaiya and his elder
brother Jagdish Sharan, a
retired revenue official, were
shot dead in Binaura Vaidh vil-
lage under Churkhi police sta-
tion. Another man Virendra
Singh had sustained gunshot
injuries in the incident.

Chauhan, who later became
an MLA from Kalpi in 2007 on a
BSP ticket and represented the
seat till 2012, was among 10
accused named in the case. Fol-
lowing a protracted trial span-

ning decades, the court found
him guilty earlier this week.

In 2009, the then BSP govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh had with-
drawn the case against Chau-
han, a decision later ratified by
the then governor. The victims’
families challenged the move,
approaching the Supreme Court
(SC) after failing to have it over-
turned at the high court level.

On June 24, 2024, the SC
quashed the government’s deci-
sion and ordered a retrial, not-
ing the seriousness of the char-
ges. By then, two of the 10
accused had died. The retrial

commenced on August 27 2024.
Moreover, the former legisla-

tor appeared in the court
dressed as a lawyer with his
counsel and surrendered on
Thursday. The court had issued
a non-bailable warrant against
him on Monday after he failed
to appear before it. Police raids
over the past two days had also
failed to trace him. Chauhan
was immediately taken into cus-
tody and later sent to jail.

Meanwhile, defence lawyer
Rajesh Chaturvedi said he
would challenge the decision in
the high court. Kamendra Sriv-
astava, who represented the vic-
tims’ families along with the
district government counsel,
welcomed the ruling, noting
that “though delayed, justice
has been served”. Srivastava is
the grandson of one of the vic-
tims, Jagdish Sharan.

The court is scheduled to pro-
nounce its decision on the
remaining accused in the next
hearing on Monday. Heavy
police force from several police
stations across the district was
deployed at the court to main-
tain law and order.

{ JALAUN DOUBLE MURDER }

Ex-BSP MLA gets life 
term in 31-yr-old case

ON MAY 30, 1994, 
TWO BROTHERS - 
THE THEN VILLAGE 
PRADHAN 
RAJKUMAR AND 
HIS ELDER 
BROTHER JAGDISH 
SHARAN - WERE 
SHOT DEAD IN 
BINAURA VAIDH 
VILLAGE 
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KANPUR: Two persons were
killed and around 40 schoolchil-
dren narrowly escaped tragedy
when a private school bus over-
turned into a water-filled ditch
after colliding with a motorcycle
near Gopalpur village in Bhitar-
gaon area on Thursday morning.

The accident occurred around
8.30 am when the bus, carrying
students of a local inter college,
hit a motorcycle and lost control.
Two riders on the motorcycle
died on the spot, while a young

woman travelling with them
sustained injuries and was taken
to hospital.

Eyewitnesses said panic
spread as water rushed into the
bus, trapping children inside.
Villagers rushed to the spot,
broke the windows and rescued
the children. 

Police said most students
escaped with minor injuries,
though one girl was seriously
hurt and admitted to a local
healthcare facility.

“Had the rescue not been
immediate, the situation could
have turned catastrophic,” a res-

ident said.
Police officials confirmed that

while most of the children
escaped with minor injuries, one
girl was seriously hurt and
admitted to a government
healthcare facility in Bhitargaon.
SHO, Saadh, Avneesh Kumar
Singh said, “The father and son
died on the spot, while the
daughter has been injured. Fur-
ther investigation is under way.”

Following the incident, resi-
dents blocked the road, demand-
ing action against the operators
of the bus, which they alleged
was an unlicensed vehicle.

Two killed, 40 students rescued as 
school bus overturns in Kanpur
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